Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Department  of  Agriculture  •Foreign  Agricultural  Service  .Washington,  D.C 
f^*^Q|^0 jgp  y.S.  DEPT.  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NAT'L  AGRIC.  LIBRARY 


agriculture 
circular  ^  ^ 


livestock 
and  meat 


PROCiiREMEHi  StUlUN^ 
CURRENT  SERIAL  hc(Mi'4-77 


April  1977 


CHANGES  NOTED  IN  SECOND  1977  OUTLOOK 
FOR  WORLD  MEAT  PRODUCTION  AND  TRADE 


Since  the  previous  estimates  of  1977  world  meat  production  and 
trade  prospects  were  made  on  January  1,   three  significant  changes 
have  occurred.  Estimates  of  Australian  beef  and  veal  production 
have  been  revised  upward  by  150,000  tons  increasing  export  projections 
by  100,000  tons  (carcass  weight)  and  consumption  by  50,000  tons. 
In  Japan,  an  additional  30,000  tons  (carcass  weight)  of  beef  and 
veal  are  expected  to  be   imported   in  1977,  while  Argentine  exports 
of  beef  and  veal  have  been  revised  downward  by  50,000  tons  owing  to 
government  policies  which  have  bid  up  domestic  prices  relative  to 
export  prices. 

Meat  production  in  the  key  commercial  markets  of  the  world — the 
United  States,  Canada,   the  European  Community  (EC),   and  Japan — is 
forecast  to  be  about  1  percent  larger  in  1977  than  in  1976.  Declines 
expected  in  beef  and  veal  output  will  be  more  than  compensated 
by  increases  in  pork  and  poultry  output   in  the  United  States,  EC, 
and  Canada.   However,   increased  production  of  all  meats   is  forecast 
for  Japan. 

Net  meat  imports  by  these  countries  or  areas  are  expected  to  decline 
by  about  4  percent  or  nearly  70,000  tons   in  1977  compared  with  1976 
imports.     Canadian  quotas  on  beef  and  veal  entries  and  the  reimposition 
of  Japanese  duties  on  pork  imports  are  expected  to  cause  a  decline 
in  import  trade,  which  will  not  be  offset  by  the  expected  increase  in 
the  EC's  beef  and  veal  imports. 

In  the  major  exporting  countries  of  Oceania  and  Latin  America,  beef 
and  veal  production   is  expected  to  decline  by  about  120,000  tons  in 
1977  from  the  record  1976  output  of  slightly  over  6.9  million  tons. 
Reduced  cattle   inventories   in  both  New  Zealand  and  Argentina  along 
with  some  herd  rebuilding  in  1977  are  expected  to  reduce  slaughterings 
this  year.     Despite  the  reduced  production  levels,   exports   from  these 
countries   in  1977  are  expected  to  increase  by  about  225,000  tons  (carcass 
weight)  causing  per  capita  domestic  consumption  to  decline.  Since 
traditional  markets  are  expected  to  take  only  about  70,000  tons  of  the 
increased  export  availabilities,   trade  with  nontradi t i onal  importers 
is  expected  to  expand  greatly.     For  Australia,   these  new  markets  will 
be  primarily  in  Eastern  Europe,   including  the  Soviet  Union,  and  for  Argentina, 
the  Middle  East  and  Africa.     To  date,  Australia  has  shipped  for  1977 


delivery  54,500  tons  of  beef  (product  weight)  to  the  USSR  and  35,000-40,000 
tons  to  Poland.     New  Zealand  has  sold  34,000  tons  of  beef  to  the  USSR 
since  raid-December  and  14,000  tons  to  Eastern  Europe.  Argentine  beef 
sales  contracts  with  the  USSR  in  the  first  3  months  of  1977  were  reported 
at  25,000  tons. 

Major  Importers 

United  States 

Beef  and  veal  production  in  the  United  States  during  1977  is  currently 
forecast  at  11.6  million  tons,  up  slightly  from  the  first  estimate 
made  on  January  1.     The  January  1,  1977,   inventory  of  all  cattle  and  calves 
on  farms  was  reported  to  be  122.9  million  head,  down  4  percent  from  the 
year-earlier  total  and  7  percent  below  the  1975  level.  Because  of  the  lower 
inventory,  cattle  slaughter  in  1977  is  expected  to  total  40.5  million 
head,  about  7  percent  below  the  1976  level.  However,  the  higher  percentage 
of  fed  cattle  in  the  slaughter  mix  will   increase  slaughter  weights  and 
dampen  the  decline  in  beef  production  to  about  5  percent.   It  should  be 
noted  that  the  continuation  of  the  drought  in  many  areas  of  the  country 
could  cause  higher  than  anticipated  cattle  slaughter  and  subsequently 
raise  beef  and  veal  production  above  the  levels  forecast. 

Because  of  heavy  cattle  slaughter , caused  in  part  by  the  severe  winter 
weather  conditions,  cattle  prices  declined  through  most  of  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year,  dropping  below  $37  per  100  pounds   in  March.  Though 
the  near  record  large  placements  of  cattle  on  feed  during  the  final  quarter 
of  1976  will  dampen  the  seasonal  spring  price  rise,  prices  should  strengthen 
somewhat  in  the  second  and  third  quarter. 

Hog  slaughter  is  expected  to  increase  to  83  million  head,   about  12  percent 
above  the  1976  level.     Most  of  the   increase  will  come   in  the  first  half 
of  the  year.     Pork  production  is  expected  to  total  6.3  million  tons, 
12  percent  above  the  1976  level.     Because  of  this  large  increase  in 
output,   slaughter  hog  prices  should  remain  $6-8  below  last  years 's 
$43  per  100  pound  average. 

U.S.  beef  and  veal   imports  in  1977  are  forecast  at  915,000  tons 
(carcass  weight),  down  slightly  from  the  1976  level.  The 
Department  of  State  has  negotiated  voluntary  restraint  agreements  with 
major  supplying  countries  that  will  limit  1977  imports  of  meat  subject 
to  the  Meat  Import  Law  (primarily  frozen  beef)  to  less  than  581,000 
tons  (872,000  tons,  carcass  weight)  the  1977  trigger  level.  Imports 
of  prepared  and  preserved  beef  and  veal,  mostly  from  Argentina  and 
Brazil,  are  expected  to  remain  close  to  the  1976  levels. 

Exports  of  beef  and  veal  in  1977  are  expected  to  rise  slightly  above 
the  41,000  tons  (carcass  weight)  exported  in  1976.     The  great  majority 
of  U.S.   exports  of  beef  and  veal  are  high-quality  cuts  to  Japan  and 
Canada.     Continued  high  output  of  fed  beef  in  the  United  States  and 
expanded  Japanese   import  quotas  will  help  to  increase  these  shipments. 
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Net  pork  imports  are  forecast  to  increase  to  75,000  tons  (carcass 
weight)   in  1977  as  a  result  of  expected  lower  shipments  to  Japan.  Net 
poultry  exports,  meanwhile,  are  forecast  to  total  200,000  tons — about 
10  percent  above  the  1976  levels. 

European  Community 

Because  year  end  cattle  inventories  in  several  EC  countries  were  higher 
than  earlier  anticipated,  EC  beef  and  veal  production  currently  is  fore- 
cast at  6.2  million  tons,   2  percent  above  the  level  forecast  on  January  1 
but  still  more  than  4  percent  less  than  the  1976  level.     Cattle  slaughter 
is  expected  to  decline  by  4-5  percent   in  1977,  with  most  of  the  reduction 
occurring  in  France,   Ireland,   the  United  Kingdom,  and  West  Germany. 
Cattle  prices  should  strengthen  seasonally  this  spring  and  continue  above 
year-earlier  levels  in  the  final  two  quarters  because  of  reduced  cattle 
availabi lities , 

Pork  production  in  the  Community  is  forecast  to  increase  by  almost 
3  percent  in  1977  to  nearly  8  million  tons,  with  gains   indicated  in  each 
country.     Poultry  meat  production,  on  the  other  hand,    is  forecast  to  increase 
over  3  percent  to  3.4  million  tons,  with  all  the  countries  showing  some 
increase — except  Ireland,  whose  production  remains  the  same.  The 
largest   increase  is   indicated  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

EC  imports  of  beef  and  veal  are  still  forecast  at  300,000  tons,  (carcass 
weight)  in  1977.     This  total   is  about  50  percent  higher  than  the  estimated 
1976  level,  but  well  below  levels  before  the  tightened  import  control 
programs  began  in  1974.     The  new  import  regulations  effective  April  1 
eliminate  the  "jumelage"  linked-sales  program  controlling  imports.  However, 
the  regulations  retain  the  variable  levy  system,   and  add  to  it  a  provision 
under  which  the  percentage  of  the  basic   import  levy  applied  can  increase  to 
as  much  as  114  percent  when  cattle  reference  prices  fall  below  specified 
levels . 

EC  cattle  reference  prices  are  currently  very  low  in  relation 
to  the  guide  price  and  will  likely  remain  so  throughout  most  of  1977. 
Subsequently,   the  EC  levy  on  beef  imports   is  expected  to  be  applied 
at  a  relatively  high  percentage  during  the  remainder  of  1977,  which  will 
tend  to  discourage  beef  imports  from  third  countries.   Furthermore,  the 
EC  Commission  has  proposed  a  3  percent   increase   in  the  guide  price  for 
cattle  effective  April   1,  which  would  also  tend  to  increase  the  levy 
and  dampen  import  prospects  from  nonmember  countries. 

Special   import  arrangements  (i.e.,  reduced  levies)  for  the  import  of 
75,000  tons  (carcass  weight)  of  meat  for  processing  have  been  approved 
by  the  EC  Council.     Of  this  total,   25,000  tons  of  beef  for  canning  may 
be   imported  levy-free,   and  50,000  tons  of  beef  for  processing  can  be 
imported  subject  to  a  levy  of  not  more  than  55  percent.     These  arrangements 
are  provided  to  help  satisfy  the  estimated  EC  deficit  of  processing  meat. 
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EC  exports  of  beef  and  veal  remain  forecast  at  100,000  tons  (carcass 
weight),  43  percent  below  the  1976  level  but  closer  to  the  levels  of  the 
early  seventies.     Neither  Ireland  nor  the  United  Kingdom  is  expected  to 
export  beef  to  the  United  States  in  1977,  because  of  the  U.S.  countervailing 
duty  action  that  has  reduced  the  EC  subsidy  for  boneless  beef  exports  to 
the  United  States  to  zero. 

The  larger  supplies  of  pork  are  expected  to  move  the  European 
Community  from  a  small  net  pork  importer   in  1975  and  1976  back  to 
its  more  traditional  net  exporting  position,  albeit  by  a  very  small 
margin.     Net  pork  exports  in  1977  are  forecast  at  15,000  tons  (carcass 
weight ) . 

The  3  percent  gain  in  poultry  production  will  largely  be  consumed  within 
the  Community.     There  will  likely  be  a  small   increase   in  net  exports  of 
poultry  to  other  countries. 


Canada 


Beef  and  veal  production  in  Canada  is  forecast  at  1.1  million  tons  in 
1977 — about  the  same  as  the  first  quarterly  estimate  made  on  January  1 
and  4  percent  below  the  1976  level.     Pork  production  is  projected  at 
506,000  tons  in  1977,  up  6  percent  from  1976  output.   Lamb  and  mutton 
production  is  forecast  at  8,000  tons — about  the  same  as  last  year's 
level,  while  poultry  production  is  expected  to  increase  2  percent  to 
466,000  tons.     Thus,   total  meat  production  is  expected  to  be  down  only 
marginally  in  1911. 

The  January  1,  1977  cattle  survey  showed  a  decline  in  inventory 
of  3.7  percent  from  the  year  earlier  total.     The  high  level  of  herd 
liquidation  that  occurred  in  1975  and  1976  is  not  expected  to  continue 
into  1977  and  only  a  modest  reduction  of  about  185,000  head  in  cattle 
numbers  is  projected  during  1977.     With  less  herd  reduction,   the  percentage 
of  female  cattle  in  the  total  slaughter  of  fed  cattle  in  1977  will  be 
near  1976  levels.     With  reduced  female  slaughter,   slaughter  weights 
will  average  higher.     If  the  economics  of  feeding  cattle  improve,  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  remaining  cattle  from  the  1975  calf  crop  destined  for 
slaughter  in  1977  could  be  fed  out  to  heavier  weights.     This  would  offset 
some  of  the  expected  decline  in  production. 

Pork  production  continues  to  be  hampered  by  the  reluctance  of  grain-hog 
producers  in  Western  Canada  to  increase  output  in  the  face  of  favorable 
returns  from  sales  of  barley.     Hogs  marketings  are  expected  to  average 
above  year  earlier  levels  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  1977, 
largely  because  of  increased  farrowings  to  Eastern  Canada.  Marketings 
in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1977  may  not  be  significantly  different  from 
year  earlier  levels. 
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Net  imports  of  red  meats  are  expected  to  decline  from  the  record  level 
of  145,000  tons  (carcass  weight)  imported  in  1976  to  76,000  tons  in 
1977.     Reduced  entries  of  fresh,  chilled  or  frozen  beef  and  veal  are  the 
principal  cause  of  the  decline.     Imports  of  fresh,  chilled  and  frozen 
beef  will  be  limited  by  quotas  to  about  66,000  tons  (product  weight). 
These  have  been  allocated  as  follows:     Australia,  41  percent;  New  Zealand, 
42  percent;  and  the  United  States,  the  remainder.     At  the  same  time,  in 
accordance  with  an  exchange  of  notes  between  Canadian  and  U.S.  Governments, 
Canada's  exports  of  beef  to  the  United  States  will  be  held  to  34,000 
tons  (product  weight)  in  1977. 

Canada's  agreed  level  of  exports  of  beef  and  veal  to  the  United  States  in 
1977  is  about  2,500  tons  below  1976  shipments  while  Canada's  quota  on 
imports  from  the  United  States  is  slightly  above  imports   in  1976.  On 
the  other  hand,  Canada's  import  quotas  for  Australia  and  New  Zealand  are 
substantially  below  the  record  import  levels  of  1976.     These  quotas 
represent  a  decline  of  about  35  percent  in  imports  from  Australia  and  20 
percent  in  imports  from  New  Zealand.     Oceania  beef  landed  in  late  1976 
in  excess  of  the  Canadian  quotas   imposed  on  October  18,   1976,  was  held  in 
bonded  warehouses  until  January  1,  1977.     Therefore,  the  1977  effective 
quotas  for  Australia  and  New  Zealand  are  less  than  indicated  above.  Stocks 
of  beef  and  veal  in  Canada  on  January  1  were  estimated  at  about  34,000 
tons  (carcass  weight) — about  12,000  tons  higher  than  at  the  beginning 
of  1976. 

With  imports  of  beef — primarily  boneless  manufacturing  beef  from 
Oceania — limited  to  lower  levels  and  marketing  of  cows  by  Canadian 
cattlemen  expected  to  decline  following  2  years  of  herd  liquidation, 
Canada's  exports  of  live  cattle  to  the  United  States  are  expected  to 
fall  by  at  least  50,000  head  in  1977.     Exports  of  live  cattle  to  the 
United  States  totaled  about  450,000  head  in  1976.     More  than  50 
percent  of  these  were  cows  for  immediate  slaughter. 

Japan 

Total  Japanese  meat  production  is  forecast  to  rise  7  percent  to  2.2 
million  tons  in  1977  with  beef  output  up  10  percent  to  320,000  tons, 
pork,  up  7  percent  to  1.0  million  tons,  and  poultry  up  6  percent  to 
886,000  tons.     Slaughter  increases  for  each  class  are  expected  to  parallel 
the  production  increases.     During  1976,  Japanese  cattle  numbers  increased 
4  percent  to  3.87  million  head  and  hogs  were  up  14  percent  to  15.25  million. 
Only  small  increases  in  the  number  of  each  are  forecast  during  1977. 

While  estimates  of  1977  meat  imports  are  up  from  the  first  estimate  made 
on  January  1  by  153,000  tons  (carcass  weight)  as  a  result  of  increases  In  pork 
imports  of  20,000  tons,  beef  imports  of  30,000  tons,  and  poultry  imports 
of  23,000  tons,   total  meat   imports  will  still  be  down  76,000  tons  from 
those  of  1976  because  of  a  projected  drop  in  pork  entries. 


5 


Total  meat  consumption  is  projected  up  4.2  percent  in  1977  as  a  result  of 
larger  beef  and  pork  production  and  expanded  beef  imports.     According  to  a 
survey  released  by  the  Prime  Minister's  Office,  Japanese  households  during 
the  first  10  months  of  1976  increased  their  purchases  of  beef  by  2.8  percent 
and  those  of  pork  by  1.9  percent.  With  the  general  economic  condition 
likely  to  shift  upward  gradually  and  with  pork  prices  becoming  more  competitive 
with  those  for  broiler  meat,   table  consumption  of  beef  and  pork  in  particular 
will  continue  a  steady  increase  in  1977. 

With  consumer  preferences  directed  toward  "all  pork"  type  higher  quality 
processed  meat  items,  consumption  of  beef  and  pork  for  processing  in  1976 
increased  42.9  and  12.8  percent  to  about  14,000  and  227,000  tons 
(carcasss  weight  basis),  respectively.     Processors  hope  for  a  continued 
increase  in  processed  meat  demand  of  about  10  percent  in  1977.  Meat 
stocks  should  increase  slightly  during  the  year  as  rises   in  the  beef  and 
poultry  stocks  more  than  compensate  for  a  decline  in  those  of  pork. 

In  1976,  Japan  imported  a  little  over  92,000  tons  (product  weight)  of 
fresh,  chilled  or  frozen  beef,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  about 
12  percent.  For  1977,   imports  from  the  United  States  are  expected  to 
be  up  to  perhaps  15,000  tons,   approximately  15  percent  of  estimated  imports. 
Pork  imports  were  149,000  tons  (product  weight)   in  1976  with  the  United 
States  supplying  37  percent.   Imports  in  1977  are  currently  estimated 
to  decline  about  40  percent  because  of  increased  domestic  production, 
but  prices  of  mutton-which  competes  with  pork  in  the  Japanese  meat 
processing  industry — have  increased  sharply  since  last  year  because  of 
increased  sales  by  Australia  to  other  countries,    including  the  Soviet 
Union.  Therefore,   it  is  possible  that  additional  pork  will  be  imported 
to  replace  mutton  in  Japanese  manufactured  meat  production. 

As  of  mid-February,  prices  for  pork  carcasses   in  Tokyo  averaged  $2.29  per 
kilo  gram.     While  this  price  was  about  10  percent  above  the  support  level,  it 
was  23  percent  below  year-earlier  levels.     However,  pork  prices  have  increased 
5  percent  since  November  1976  when  the  import  duty  was  reimposed.  Pork 
production  has  reportedly  has  been  below  projected  levels  this  winter,  which 
has  caused  stocks  of  pork  to  decline  and  prices  to  strengthen. 


USSR 


Meat  production  in  the  Soviet  Union  during  1977  is  expected  to  recover 
from  the  past  year's  reduced  level  of  13.3  million  tons.     According  to 
the  Soviets'  Five-Year  Plan,  meat  production  is  projected  to  reach  14.5 
million  tons  in  1977.     If  the  Soviets'  achieve  their  goal,   this  would  be 
a  9  percent  increase  over  the  1976  total. 

Beef  and  veal  production  in  the  USSR  is  forecast  at  6.7  million  tons 
in  1977.     This  would  be  5  percent  over  the  1976  level  of  6.4  million  tons. 
Production  is  expected  to  be  up  in  1977  because  of  larger  inventories  and 
higher  slaughter  levels. 
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Pork  production  will  be  up  13  percent  in  1977.     The  expected  9  percent 
increase  in  hog  inventories  will  be  primarily  responsible  for  the  high  1977 
production  level  of  5.3  million  tons. 

Mutton  and  lamb  output  is  forecast  at  0-9  million  tons.     This  would  be 

a  10  percent  drop  from  the  1976  level.     Mutton  and  lamb  production  will  be 

down  in  1977  as  a  result  of  the  heavy  slaughterings  in  1976,  which  helped 

offset  other  meat  shortages,  especially  pork. 

In  1977,  meat  imports  are  not  expected  to  be  as  large  as  the  1976  level 
of  350,000-400,000  tons  (product  weight).     Out  of  that  total,  the  Soviets 
imported  about  275,000  tons  of  beef  and  veal  from  East  and  West  European 
suppliers.     For  1977,  meat  imports  are  forecast  at  300,000-350,000  tons. 
Through  March,   100,000  tons  of  meat  have  been  contracted  for  delivery  from 
Western  suppliers  in  the  first  6  months  of  this  year. 

Eastern  Europe 

Despite  attempts  by  several  of  East  European  Governments  to  maintain 
livestock  numbers  in  1976,  overall  inventories  on  January  1,  1977,  are 
expected  to  show  a  reduction  in  all  categories.  On  January  1,  1977,  cattle 
numbers  are  expected  to  total  38  million  head,  a  1  percent  decline;  hogs, 
62  million  head,  a  6  percent  decline;  and  sheep  and  goat  numbers,  39  million 
head,  a  1  percent  decline.     Thus,  hog,  sheep  and  goat  numbers,  declined 
even  more  than  anticipated  earlier. 

Meat  production  in  1976  is  estimated  at  8.9  million  tons,  which  would  be  a 
4  percent  decline  from  the  1975  level  of  9-3  million  tons.     Beef  and  veal  output 
for  Eastern  Europe  in  1976  is  estimated  at  2.7  million  tons.     ^feJtton  and  lamb 
production  is  estimated  at  289,000  tons,  while  pork  output  was  5.9  million  tons. 
In  comparison  with  1975  levels,  beef  and  mutton  production  remained  constant 
while  pork  production  was  responsible  for  the  overall  1976  decline  in  production 
It  would  appear  that  most  of  the  East  European  countries  slaughtered  lighter 
weight  animals,  especially  hogs  throughout  1976. 

With  the  rebuilding  of  herds — at  least  in  the  first  half  of  1977 —  meat 
production  probably  will  drop  from  the  1976  level  of  8.9  million  tons. 
Faced  with  a  possible  tight  meat  supply  situation  in  the  summer  of  1977, 
the  East  European  countries  are  expected  again  to  supplement  domestic 
meat  supplies  with  meat  imports.  To  date,  Poland  has  already  purchased 
35,000-40,000  tons  (product  weight)  of  beef  from  Australia.  Total  Polish 
beef  purchases  from  Australia  are  anticipated  to  be  about  70,000  tons. 
Through  March  Yugoslavia  had  purchased  4,000  tons  of  beef  from  Australia. 

Yugoslavia 


Beef  and  veal  production  in  Yugoslavia  is  forecast  at  335,000  tons  in 
1977.     This  would  be  a  12  percent  increase  over  the  331,000  tons  produced 
in  1976.     The  expected  expansion  in  beef  and  veal  production  can  be  attributed 
to  larger  inventories  and  heavier  slaughter  weights  for  cattle.  Cattle 
numbers  are  still  estimated  at  5.8  million  head — a  1  percent  increase  over 
1976  levels. 
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Pork  production  is  forecast  at  375,000  tons  in  1977,  an  increase  of  20,000 
tons  over  the  1976  total.     Output  will  be  higher  in  1977,  primarily  because 
of  larger  inventories.   Hog  numbers  are  now  estimated  at  6.8  million  head — a 
5  percent   increase  over  the  1976  level. 

Mutton  and  lamb  production  is  forecast  at  55,000  tons   in  1977.     This  would 

be  about  a  2  percent  decline  from  the  year  earlier  levels,  primarily 

because  of  heavy  slaughter  in  1976,  which  helped  to  offset  the  shortages 
of  other  meats,  especially  pork. 

Exports  of  fresh  meat  and  canned  meat  in  1976  totaled  an  estimated  85,000 
tons  (product  weight),   of  which  beef  and  veal  accounted  for  62,000  tons; 
pork,  20,000  tons;  and  lamb,  3,100  tons.  Most  of  Yugoslavia's  meat  exports 
were  shipped  to  the  EC  and  the  Middle  East.  For  1977,  beef  and  veal 
exports  are  expected  to  total  70,000  tons — a  13  percent  increase  over 
the  1976  levels.     Pork  &  lamb  exports  will  remain  at  last  year's  levels. 

Major  Exporters 

Australia 


Beef  and  veal  production  in  Australia  is  forecast  at  1.9  million  tons 
in  1977,  up  9  percent  from  the  first  estimate  made  on  January  1  and 
5  percent  above  the  1.8  million  tons  produced  in  1976.     Cattle  and 
calf  slaughter  is  expected  to  total  a  little  over  10  million  head  in 
1977,  down  about  6  percent  from  the  year-earlier  total.     However,  the 
average  slaughter  weights  likely  will  be  up  appreciably  because  of  improved 
seasonal  conditions  and  a  change  in  the  composition  of  the  slaughter. 

In  1976,  the  rate  of  slaughter  for  female  cattle  and  calves  was  the 
highest  since  the  mid-1960's.   Unless  seasonal  conditions  deteriorate 
later  in  the  year,  the  rate  of  slaughter  for  female  cattle  and  calves 
likely  will  be  appreciably  lower  in  1977.  The  number  of  steers  available 
for  slaughter  will  continue  at  a  high  level  through  1977  before  any  decline 
occurs  as  a  result  of  last  year's  liquidation  of  female  cattle. 

Cattle  numbers  are  forecast  at  32.5  million  head  on  March  31,   1977,  a 
decline  of  634,000  head  from  the  year-earlier  level.     Current  expectations 
are  that  by  March  31,   1978,  cattle  numbers  will  have  declined  by  another 
1  to  2  million  head. 

Lamb  production  is  forecast  at  about  the  same  levels  as  in  1976  while 
mutton  production  is  expected  to  decline  slightly  as  some  stock  rebuilding 
occurs  as  a  result  of  the  improved  outlook  for  wool. 
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Domestic  consumption  of  beef  and  veal   is  expected  to  be  about  the  same  as 
last  year's  923,000  tons.     However,  a  relatively  strong  export  market  and 
higher  domestic  prices  resulting  from  the  17.5  percent  devaluation  of  Australia 
currency  against  the  U.S.  dollar  last  fall  could  cause  consumption  to  be 
much  lower.     Market  indicators  are  not  as  yet  strong  enough  to  suggest  that 
Australia  will  have  any  difficulty  in  supplying  its  share  (296,000  tons) 
of  U.S.  meat   imports  under  the  1977  voluntary  restraint  program  as  a  result 
of  increasing  demand  for  beef  in  other  markets.     The  U.S.  market,  largely 
because  of  the  lower  import  barriers,   likely  will  continue  to  be  the 
most  lucrative  market  for  Australian  beef  in  1977. 

A  modest  rise  in  cattle  prices  since  the  devaluation  has  been  disappointing 
to  Australian  cattlemen.     In  mid-February,   price  quotations  for  heavy  steers 
were  equivalent  to  about  US$15  per  100  pounds  (live  weight)  and  for  cows,  $10. 
Australia's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics   is   forecasting  an  increase  of 
about  30  percent  in  cattle  prices  during  1977.     Even  if  this  does  occur, 
the  effect  of  rising  costs  and  inflation  would  offset  a  large  part  of  the 
projected  rise  in  prices. 

Based  on  the  assumption  that  the  projected  levels  of  production  and  consumpti 
will  be  achieved  and  estimated  carry  in  stocks  of  103,000  tons,  a  total  of  1.08 
million  tons  of  beef  and  veal,  carcass  weight,  will  be  available  for  export 
during  1977.  Actual  exports  of  beef  and  veal,  however,  are  forecast  at  675,000 
tons  (product  weight)  in  1977,  compared  with  573,000  tons  in  1976.  On  a  carcass 
weight  basis,  these  numbers  are  equivalent  to  1.0  million  tons  and  860,00 
tons,  respectively. 

Australia's  major  export  market  for  beef  will  continue  to  be  North 
America,  but  total  shipments  to  this  market   in  1977  may  be  appreciably 
below  last  year's  level.     An  increase  of  about  9,445  tons  to  296,000 
tons  in  the  permitted  level  of  shipments  to  the  United  States  under  to  the 
voluntary  restraint  agreement  will  be  more  than  offset  by  quota  restrictions 
in  the  Canadian  market  and  a  provision  of  the  agreement  with  the  United 
States  to  count  shipments  through  U.S.   Foreign-Trade  Zones,  territories, 
and  possesions  against  the  restraint  levels. 

The  Canadian  Government  has  allocated  Australia  a  27,000  ton  (product 
weight)  quota  for  beef  and  veal   in  1977.     This  quota  includes  some  beef 
held  in  bonded  storage  in  Canada  at  the  end  of  1976.     Therefore,  the  effective 
quota  for  1977  shipments  to  Canada  likely  will  be  about  23,000  tons,  compared 
with  51,000  tons  shipped  during  1976. 

The  Meat  Board  has  implemented  a  certification  program  allocating  entitle- 
ments for  beef  and  veal  shipments  to  Canada  during  1977.     These  entitlements 
were  based  on  a  50  percent  share  to  each  exporter  on  the  basis  of  his 
percentage  of  total  exports  of  beef  and  veal  to  Canada  during  calendar 
years  1973-76  and  50  percent  to  each  exporter  based  on  his  percentage 
of  total  exports  of  beef  and  veal  to  all  markets  during  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1976. 
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with  the  level  of  beef  exports  to  the  North  American  market  firmly  set 
at  some  30,000  tons  less  than  were  shipped  to  this  market  in  1976,  Australian 
exporters  have  been  actively  seeking  to  expand  exports  to  other  markets. 
They  have  been  encouraged  by  the  Meat  Board's  new  diversification  scheme, 
which  allocates  entitlements  for  the  last  40  percent  of  the  296,000  ton 
quota  for  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1977  on  the  basis  of  each 
exporter's  shipments  of  beef  and  veal  to  all  markets  except  Canada  and  the 
United  States  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1977. 

Australian  exports  of  beef  to  Japan  in  1977  are  forecast  at  75,000 
tons  (product  weight),  compared  with  72,000  tons  in  1976.     This   is  contingent 
upon  the  import  quota  levels  set  by  the  Japanese  Government,     However,   it  is 
anticipated  that  the  United  States,  with  a  renewed  promotional  effort  to 
sell  grain-fed,  chilled  beef  in  Japan,  may  offer  Australia  more  competition  in 
1977.     Reportedly,  about  41,000  tons  of  the  72,000  tons  of  beef  Australia 
exported  to  Japan  in  1976  was  chilled  beef. 

A  consortium  of  Australian  exporters  has  concluded  contracts  with  the 
Soviets  for  delivery  of  54,000  tons  of  boneless  beef  to  the  USSR  by 
June  30,  1977.     The  Soviets  reportedly  were  interested  in  contracting  for 
large  quantities  of  beef,  but  the  consortium  has  been  reluctant  to  contract 
too  far  in  advance,  because  of  possibility  of  price  increases  for  live  cattle. 
It  is  anticipated  that  exports  of  beef  to  the  Soviet  Union  will  total  at 
least  70,000  tons  in  1977- 

East  European  countries,  partly  because  of  drought  and  forced  herd 
reduction  last  year,  have  shown  in  recent  months  a  strong   interest  in 
importing  beef.     Poland,  Rumania,  and  Yugoslavia  combined  have  purchased 
about  30,000  tons  of  Australian  beef  for  delivery  in  the  first  half  of 
1977.     Exports  of  beef  to  Eastern  Europe  for  the  entire  year  are  pro- 
jected at  50,000  tons,  but  could  be  as  high  as  70,000  tons. 

Prospects  for  exports  of  beef  to  the  EC  are  not  substantially  improved. 
These  shipments  are  projected  at  30,000  tons  in  1977 — a  little  more 
than  double  the  low  level  of  exports   in  1976.   The  EC  Commission's  decision 
to  allow  imports  of  50,000  tons  of  manufacturing  beef  at  reduced  levies 
and  the  potential  of  some  additional  imports  of  beef  at  the  full  levy 
rate  are  the  reasons  for  projecting  a  small  increase   in  Australian  exports 
to  this  market. 

Exports  of  beef  to  the  Middle  East,   Southeast  Asia,   and  the  Far  East 
(except  Japan)  are  expected  to  total  about  54,000  tons  in  1977,  compared  with 
61,000  tons  in  1976.     Exports  to  other  countries,    including  small  quantities 
to  new  markets,  are  projected  to  total  75,000  tons  in  1977,  compared  with 
78,000  tons  in  1976. 

New  Zealand 

Beef  and  veal  production  in  New  Zealand  is  forecast  at  500,000  tons   in  1977, 
down  10,000  tons  from  the  first  estimate  made  on  January  1  and  104,000 
tons  below  the  1976  total.  Record  slaughter  of  3.9  million  head  of  cattle  and 
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calves   in  1976  reduced  cattle  inventory  numbers  from  an  estimated  9.8  million 
head  as  of  January  1,   1976,   to  9.6  million  head  on  January  1,   1977.  Slaughterings 
of  cows  and  heifers  as  well  as  steers  were  at  excessive  levels  in  1976 
as  producers  decided  to  liquidate  some  of  the  herd  buildup  that  had  occurred 
in  previous  years.     In  contrast,  this  year  producers  are  withholding  cattle 
from  slaughter  in  anticipation  of  a  rising  market.     Adult  cattle  slaughter 
for  export  from  the  beginning  of  the  marketing  year,   (October  1,  1976) 
through  December  1976  was  down  21  percent.     Slaughter  is  not  likely  to  remain 
this  far  below  last  season's  levels  for  the  entire  year.     Delayed  marketings, 
irrespectively  of  whether  or  not  an  appreciable  price  rise  occurs,  will  result 
in  an  increase  in  average  slaughter  weights.     Pasture  conditions  were 
excellent  as  of  early  February. 

Domestic  consumption  of  beef  and  veal  is  expected  to  continue  to  increase 
from  183,000  tons  in  1976  to  187,000  tons  (carcass  weight)  in  1977 — mainly 
following  population  increases.     However,  price   increases  could  dampen  domestic 
demand  for  beef  as  supplies  of  lamb  and  mutton  for  domestic  use  are  expected 
to  be  only  a  little  larger  in  1977. 

Assuming  that  the  1977  projected  levels  of  production  and  consumption  will 
be  attained,  the  1977  surplus  of  beef  and  veal  available  for  export  is  317,000 
tons  (carcass  weight).   In  addition,   freezer  stocks  of  beef  and  veal  carried 
over  from  1976  are  estimated  at  97,000  tons  (carcass  weight).     Thus,  the  total 
tonnage  available  for  export  during  1977  is  estimated  at  414,000  tons  (carcass 
we  i  gh  t ) . 

Exports  of  beef  and  veal  are  forecast  at  330,000  tons  (carcass  weight) 
in  1977.     On  a  product  weight  basis,  exports  are  forecast  at  218,600  tons, 
some  24,000  tons  less  than  in  1976.     Exports  to  the  United  States  and 
Canada  are  projected  at  125,000  tons  and  27,500  tons,  respectively — 
the  approximate  levels  of  the  voluntary  restraints  on  exports  to  the 
United  States  and  the  Canadian  quota  on  imports   from  New  Zealand.  These 
projections  represent  a  decline  of  about  5,000  tons   in  total  (direct  and 
indirect)  exports  to  the  United  States  and  a  decline  of  10,700  tons  in 
exports  to  Canada.     Thus,   the  tightening  of  the  U.S.   restraint  program  and 
the  Canadian  quotas  are  expected  to  reduce  New  Zealand's  1977  exports  of 
beef  and  veal  to  the  North  American  market  by  15,700  tons  below  the  1976 
1976  levels. 

New  Zealand's  exports  of  beef  and  veal  to  the  Far  East  and  Southeast 
Asian  countries  are  forecast  at  about  10,000  tons  in  1977,  up  3,400  tons 
from  the  1976  total.     Exports  to  the  Middle  East  are  projected  at  5,000 
tons,  down  9,000  tons  from  the  year-earlier  level,  while  exports  to  the 
EC  are  expected  to  equal  last  year's  shipments  of  10,000  tons.  Exports 
to  the  USSR  are  projected  to  be  down  from  18,000  to  10,000  tons.  The 
USSR  apparently  can  purchase  beef  at  lower  prices  from  Australia.  Because 
of  reduced  marketings  and  slaughter  of  cattle.  New  Zealand  will  likely 
experience  some  difficulty  in  competing  with  other  exporters  in  the  minor 
export  markets.     New  Zealand's  exports  to  minor  markets   in  1977  are  forecast 
to  total  about  31,000  tons,  compared  with  40,600  tons  in  1976. 
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Mexico 


Beef  and  veal  production  in  Mexico  is  estimated  at  slightly  over  1  million 
tons  in  1977—2.5  percent  above  1976  output.     Beginning  1977  cattle 
numbers  were  estimated  at  28.6  million  head,  a  decline  of  about  600,000 
head  from  the  total  in  same  period  a  year  earlier.     Numbers  were  down  primarily  in 
the  northern  states,   following  difficulty  in  selling  in  the  U.S.  market 
during  1974  and  1975  because  of  unattractive  U.S.   feeder  cattle  prices. 
Last  winter's  rainy  season  reportedly  was  the  best  in  years  for  many 
grazing  areas  of  the  central  and  northern  plateaus  and  cattle  are  in 
good  condition — thus,   the  higher  beef  production  estimate  for  1977. 

Both  pork  and  poultry  production  also  are  forecast  higher  in  1977. 
Pork  production  is  expected  to  be  up  3  percent  to  412,000  tons  and  poultry 
production,  which  fell  6  percent   in  1976,   is  expected  to  be  up  9  percent 
in  1977  to  336,000  tons. 

In  1976,  Mexico  exported  23,200  tons  of  beef  (product  weight)  to  the 
United  States.     Of  the  total,  31  percent  was  maquila  beef  (beef  produced 
from  U.S.  cattle  slaughtered  in  Mexico).   In  the  first  2  months  of  1977 
Mexican  beef  exports  to  the  United  States  averaged  586  tons  per  week — 
more  than  double  the  rate  of  shipments   in  the  same  period  of  1976. 
As  a  percent  of  the  total,  maquila  shipments  dropped  to  less  than  2  percent 
because  last  fall's  peso  devaluation  has  made  this  trade  unattractive. 
Mexico's  exports  of  beef  and  veal   in  1977  are  estimated  at  a  little  over 
27,000  tons  (product  weight).     The  majority  of  these  exports  will  be  to 
the  United  States. 

Central  America  and  Hispaniola 

Cattle  numbers  in  the  seven  countries  of  Central  America  increased  3.5 
percent  in  1976  to  11.25  million  head  and  are  expected  to  increase  4 
percent  in  1977  to  end  the  year  at  11.8  million  head. 

Pasture  conditions  in  Nicaragua  were  damaged  by  drought   in  some  areas 
which  will  reduce  carcass  weights   in  1977.     Pasture  conditions  in  the  other 
Central  American  countries  are  reported  normal  for  this  time  of  year  and 
if  pastures  do  not  deteriorate  during  1977,   Central  American  beef  production 
potential  will  remain  strong  into  1978. 

In  the  Dominican  Republic,   the  principal  beef  producer  of  Hispaniola 
cattle  numbers  were  up  7.6  percent   in  1976  to  2.1  million  head  and  a  further 
large  increase  is  expected  during  1977  because  the  Government  has  dropped 
plans  to  limit  the  land  area  devoted  to  livestock  production  and  has  sharply 
reduced  the  export  duty  on  meat. 

In  1977,  cattle  slaughter  is  expected  to  remain  at  17  percent  of  the  herd 
in  Central  America  and  12  percent  of  the  cattle  herd  in  the  Dominican 
Republic.     Beef  production  in  all  nine  countries   is  expected  to  total 
391,000  tons — unchanged  from  the  estimate  made  on  January  1 — and  5  percent 
above  1976  ouptut .     During  1977,  exports  of  beef  and  veal  to  the  United 
States,  which  account  for  90  percent  or  more  of  total  exports,  are  projected 
at  110,400  tons   (product  weight)— up  nearly  5  percent   from  1976  shipments. 


12 


However,  this  projected  level  is  about  20,000  tons  above  the  amount  of 
beef  that  will  be  permitted  entry  under  the  1977  voluntary  restraint  program. 
In  addition,  about  6,000  tons  of  beef  was  in  bonded  storage  in  the  United 
States  at  the  end  of  1976  and  will  be  deducted  from  1977  allocations.  The 
surplus  is  expected  to  be  either  exported  to  other  countries  or  shipped 
to  the  United  States  as  processed  beef  outside  the  restraint  program. 

To  encourage  exports  to  other  markets,   Costa  Rica  has  approved  a  measure 
that  will  require  that  25  percent  of  all  male  cattle  slaughtered  be 
exported  to  new  markets.     This  would  amount  to  about  5,800  tons  of  beef 
(product  weight). 

Honduras,  \iAiich  has  agreed  to  meet  Italian  health  and  sanitary  regulations, 
may  divert  some  of  its  surplus  production  that  that  country  in  1977. 
In  addition,  Costa  Rica  has  increased  exports  of  live  cattle  to  Venezuela, 
and  Nicaragua  may  also  permit  exports  of  live  cattle  to  Venezuela  from 
drought-affected  areas. 

Argent  ina 

Argentine  cattle  numbers  fell  slightly  more  than  1  percent  in  1976 
to  58.4  million  head  as  of  January  1,  1977 — the  second  annual 
decline  in  numbers  since  the  1975  record.     As  a  result  of  the  reduced 
inventory  and  attractive  cattle  prices,  \^ich  are  expected  to  cause  some 
herd  rebuilding  this  year,  Argentine  cattle  slaughter  is  expected  to 
be  down  about  10  percent  to  12.3  million  head.   However  heavier  weights 
resulting  from  a  reduction  in  female  slaughter  are  expected  to  cause 
beef  and  veal  production  to  decline  only  7.5  percent  to  2.58  million 
tons,  about  50,000  tons  lower  than  the  first  estimate  of  1977  beef  production 
made  on  January  1,   1977.     Sheepmeat,  pork,  and  poultry  combined  account 
for  less  than  25  percent  of  total  meat  production  in  Argentina.  Since 
production  of  these  meats  is  expected  to  be  down  about  4  percent  to 
608,000  tons  in  1977  and  given  the  lower  estimate  of  beef  and  veal  production, 
per  capita  meat  consumption  is  expected  to  decline  sharply. 

Since  October  1976,  liveweight  prices  for  cattle  have  increased  70  per- 
cent (through  January)  as  the  supply  entering  the  local  markets  has  not 
been  adequate  to  meet  both  the  export  and  local  demand.     During  this  same 
period,  the  export  exchange  rate  has  been  continuously  devalued  (about 
one  point  per  day)  and  the  devaluation  has  been  in  the  order  of  24  percent 
for  beef  exports.     For  January,   the  U.S.  dollar  equivalent  for  steers  on 
the  Liniers  market  was  50  cents  per  kilo  gram  (23  cents  per  pound)  versus  36 
cents  per  kilo  gram  for  the  month  of  October.     The  clear  implication  of  these 
rises  is  that  export  prices  are  moving  up  strongly.     Exporters  had 
been  able  to  pay  increasing  peso  prices,  at  least  for  a  while,  without 
receiving  a  one  for  one  offset  in  the  exchange  rate.     As  of  early  February, 
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however,  new  export  sales  were  reported  to  have  been  very  difficult  as 
the  upward  momentum  in  peso  prices  had  exceeded  the  rise  in  international 
prices  and  the  decline  in  the  Argentine  peso.     The  export  sector  was  there- 
fore requesting  a  better  exchange  rate. 

Because  of  its  policy  of  combating  inflation,   the  Government  is  faced 
with  a  tradeoff — increased  beef  exports  and  export  earnings  versus  increased 
domestic  inflation  (beef  accounts  for  around  25  percent  of  average 
family  food  expenditures  and  food  items  represent  about  40  percent  of  total 
consumer  expenditures).     Given  this  dilemma,   it  is  believed  that  the  Government 
may  restrain  beef  exports  somewhat  in  1977  (i.e.,   increased  export  retention 
taxes).     Therefore,   the  forecast  of  1977  exports  made  on  January  1  has  been 
lowered  to  600,000  tons  (carcass  weight)  from  650,000  tons.     However,  600,000 
tons  would  still  be  an  increase  of  13  percent  from  the  529,000  tons  shipped 
in  1976  and  would  be  the  highest  level  exported  since  1972. 
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TABLE  1~BEEF  AND  VEAL:     WORLD  IMPORTS  BY  SELECTED  COUNTRIES  AND  TOTAL 
FOR  ALL  COUNTRIES,   1973  TO  DATE—CARCASS  WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT 
(In  thousands  of  metric  tons) 


Country 

.        1  Q  "7  T 

1  Q  7  A 

•        1  O  7 

Estimate  : 

1  Q  7 

ly  /  D 

Forecast 

1  O  7  7     1  / 

•           Q 1  "7  > 

QnR 
oUc) 

Q  1  Q 

y  ly 

O  1 

Q  Q  l=i 

A  1 

J  J 

1  Qn 

ly  J 

O  „       ^    1  „ 

•         1  r>A  • 

CA 

yi 

Q  O 
OO 

1  Q  A 

77 

6A 

1Z7 

1  AO 

•  IM'Z 

Q  1 

1  A 

jz  : 

zU  : 

o£ 
ZD 

ZD 

A  Q 

:  55 

A  1 

ZU 

1 

on  . 
zU  : 

on 
zU 

ZU 

•  '+U 

AA 

USSR 

16 

293 

372 

275 

9  so 

Chile  

.  .  :  18 

44 

:  5 

:  5 

5 

Portugal ......... 

. . :        20  : 

35 

24  : 

30  : 

45 

. .:  306 

262 

650 

900 

950 

Total  1/,  

..:  2,791 

2,055 

:  2,335 

2,715 

2,842 

1/  FAS  est  imates .     2/  Excludes  intra-trade. 


TABLE  2~BEEF  AND  VEAL:  WORLD  EXPORTS  BY  SELECTED  COUNTRIES  AND 
TOTAL  FOR  ALL  COUNTRIES,   1973  TO  DATE—CARCASS  WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT 


 (In  thousands  of  metric  tons)  

:  :  :  i  Estimate        :  Forecast 

Country               :  1973  :  1974  :  1975  :        1976  ;  1977  1/ 

P.L.  88-482:  2/        i  T  \  i  i 

Australia  :     920  :  505  :  746  :  860            :  1,000 

New  Zealand  3/  :     316  :  267  :  333  :  366            :  330 

Canada  :      41  :  27  :  21  :  59            :  54 

Mexico  :       39  :  19  :  14  :  23            :  27 

Central  America  4/:     132  :  115  :  124  :          138  ;  154 

Subtotal. ........ :1, 448  :  933  :  1,238  :  1,446            :  1,565 


EC-9  5/  :  82  :  207  :  240  :          175            ;  100 

Argentina  :  500  :  289  :  266  :          530            :  600 

Uruguay  :  109  :  120  :  113  :          190            :  220 

Other  countries...:  703  :  530  :  525  :  400  :  400  

Subtotal  :  1,394  :  1,146  :  1,144  :      1,295  :  1,320  

Grand  total  :  2,842  :  2,079  :  2,382  :       2,741   2,885  

1/  FAS  forecast.     2/  Excludes  Ireland .  3/  Year  ending  September.  4?  Includes 


Dominican  Republic  and  Haiti.     5/  Excludes  intra-trade. 
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TABLE  4~MEAT  PRODUCTION  IN  MAJOR  IMPORTING  AREAS,   1973  TO 
DATE— CARCASS  WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT 
(In  thousands  of  metric  tons) 


Commodity               :  :  :  :  Estimate  ;  Forecast 

and  country  :  1973  :  1974  :  1975  :  1976  :  1977 

Beef  and  veal:            :  :  :  :  : 

United  States/.....:  9,813  :  10,716  :  11,271  :  12,170  :  11,610 

Canada  :  897  :  942  :  1,050  :  1,157  :  1,111 

EC   :  5,575  :  6,585  :  6,598  :  6,460  :  6,175 

Japan  ;  227  :  293  :  340  :  290  :  320 

Total  :  16,512  :  18,536  :  19,259  :  20,077  :  19,216 


Pork:                           :  :  :  :  ; 

United  States  :  5,784  :  6,262  :  5,218  :          5,645  :  6,325 

Canada  :  617  :  611  :  495  :             476  :  506 

EC   :  7,641  :  7,898  :  7,667  :          7,720  :  7,950 

Japan  :  842  :  958  :  910  :  935  ;  1,000 

Total  :  14,884  :  15,729  :  14,290  :        14,776  :  15,781 


Mutton  and  lamb:        :  :  :  :  : 

United  States  :  223  :  211  :  186  :             169  :  160 

Canada  :  10  :  8  :  8  :                 8  :  8 

EC   :  483  :  508  :  529  :             516  :  510 

Japan  :  1/  :  1/  :  1/  :  1/       ;  17 

Total  :  727  :  727  :  723  :             693  :  678 


Poultry:  1/  '■  : 

United  States  :  4,871  :  4,938  :  4,823  :          5,409  :  5,545 

Canada  :  473  :  469  :  405  :             458  :  466 

EC   :  3,188  :  3,126  :  3,101  :         3,296  :  3,415 

Japan  :  698  :  740  :        752  :   837  :  886 

Total  ........:  9,230  :  9,273  :  9,081  :        10,000  :  10,312 


Total  meat:  :  :  :  :  : 

United  States  :  20,701  :  22,127  :  21,498  :  23,445  :  23,640 

Canada  :     1,997  :     2,030  :     1,958  :  2,099  :  2,091 

EC   :  16,887  :  18,117  :  17,895  :  17,992  :  18,050 

Japan   .  . :  1,763  :     1,991  :     2,002  :  2,062  :  2,206 

Total..  .  ..:  41,353  :  44,265  :  43,353  :  45,598  :  45,945 


1/  Less  than  500  metric  tons"!  2/  Product  weight  basis. 
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TABLE  5~NET  MEAT  IMPORTS  IN  MAJOR  IMPORTING  AREAS, 
1973  TO  DATE—CARCASS  WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT 

(In  thousands  of  metric  tons)  

 ~                ~          j                :                :                   :  Estimate  :  Forecast 

Commodity  and  country     ':     1973     :     1974     :       1975       ■  1976  :  1977 

Beef  and  veal:  :  :  :  :  • 

United  States  :       875     :       718     :        784       :  878  :  870 

Canada  :        63     :        57     :          70      :  73  :  14 

EC      1/  :      903     :      226     :        -50      :  20  :  200 

japanT  :      194     :        76     :          64      :  129  :  142 

Total  :  2,035     :  1,077     :        868       :  1,100  :  1,226 

«  •  •  •  • 

«  •  •  •  • 

Pork:  :  :  :  :  : 

United  States  :      156     :      166     :          99      :  49  :  75 

Canada  :      -32     :        -5     :           4      :  52  :  41 

EC      1  :      -61     :      -69     :          29      :  58  :  -15 

JapanT  :      153     :        60     :        178      :  217  :  130 

Total  :      216     :      152     :        310      :  376  :   231 


Mutton  and  lamb:  :  :  :  :  : 

United  States  :  23  :  10  :  10  :             16  :  15 

Canada  :  35  :  22  :  20  :             20  :  21 

EC     y  :  310  :  235  :  254  :           265  :  260 

JapanT  ;  266  :  180  :  261  :  270  :  270 

Total  :  634  :  447  :  545  :            571  :  566 


Poultry:  2/  :  :  :  :  : 

United  States  :  -76  :  -79  :  -96  :  -182  :  -200 

Canada  :  6  :  1  :  10  :  33  :  26 

EC     y  :  -74  :  -87  :  -64  :  -80  :  -96 

Japan  :  25  :  25  :  19  :  36  :  34 

Total.  :  -119  :  -140  :  -131  :  -193  :  -236 


Total  meat:  :  :  :  :  : 

United  States  :  978  :      815  :  797  :           761  :  760 

Canada  :  72  :        75  :  104  :           178  :  102 

EC     y  :  1  ,078  :      305  :  169  :           263  :  349 

Japan  :  638  :       341  :  522  :  652  :  576 

Total  :  2,766  :  1  ,536  :  1,592  :        1,854  :  1,787 


1/  Excludes  intra-trade.   2/  Product  weight  basis. 

April  1977 
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TABLE  6~PR0DUCTI0N  AND  EXPORTS  OF  BEEF  AND  VEAL  BY  MAJOR  EXPORTING 
COUNTRIES,  1973  TO  DATE— CARCASS  WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT 

 (In  thousands  of  metric  tons)  

:  :  :  :  Estimate     :  Forecast 

 Country  ;      1973       ;       1974     :     1975       ;        1976       :  1977 

Production:  :  :  :  :  : 

P.L.  88-482  countries:  1/  :  :  :  :  : 

Australia  :  1,497        :  1,258      :  1,661      :     1,816        :  1,900 

New  Zealand  2^/  :      449        :       405       :       507       :        604        :  500 

Central  America  2/  =       333        :       318       :       345       :        372        :  391 

Mexico  ;       745        ;       844       :       889       :        986        ;  1,010 

Subtotal  :  3,024        :  2,825       :  3,402       :     3,778        :  3,801 


Other:                                   :  :  :  ^:  : 

Argentina  :  2,152  :  2,145  :  2,411  :  2,750  :  2,583 

Uruguay  ;  256  :  330  :  345  :  400  ;  420 

Subtotal  :  2,408  :  2,475  :  2,756  :  3,150  :  3,003 

Total  :  5,432  :  5,300  :  6,158  :  6,926  :  6,804 


Exports:                                :  :  :  :  -: 

P.L.  88-482  countries:  1/  :  :  :  :  : 

Australia  :  920  :  505  :  746  :  860  :  1,000 

New  Zealand  _2/  :  316  :  267  :  333  :  366  :  330 

Central  America  3^/  :  132  :  115  :  124  :  138  :  154 

Mexico  :  39  :  19  :  14  :  23  :  27^ 

Subtotal  ;  1,407  :  906  :  1,217  :  1,387  :  1,511 


Other:  :  :  :  :  : 

Argentina  :  500  :  289  :  266  :  530  :  600 

Uruguay  :  109  :  120  :  113  :  190  :  220 

Subtotal  :  609  :  409  :  379  :  720  :  820 

Total  :  2,016  :  1,315  :  1,596  :  2,107  :  2,331 


_!/  Excludes  Canada  and  Ireland.  _2/  Year  ending  September.  3J  Includes 
Haiti  and  Dominican  Republic. 

April  1977 
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TABLE  7 —PRODUCT ION  MD  EXPORTS  OF  MUTTON  AND  LAMB  BY  MAJOR  EXPORTING 
COUNTRIES,   1973  TO  DATE—CARCASS  WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT 


 (In  thousands  of  metric  tons)  

:  :  :  :Estimated  :  Forecast 

Country  :     1973       :      1974       :      1975     :        1976     :  1977 


Production                       :  :  :  :  : 

Australia  :  572  :  471  :  547  :  593  :  574 

New  Zealand    1/  :  554  :  500  :  506  :  510  :  531 

Argentina  :  128  ;  112  :  117  ;  131  :  125 

Total  :  1,254  :  1,083  :  1,170  ;  1,234  :  1,230 


Exports:  :  :  :  :  : 

Australia  :  230  :  140  :  213  :  250  :  254 

New  Zealand    1/  :  435  :  393  :  396  :  392  :  406 

Argentina  :  28  :  25  :  27  :  37  :  35 

Total  :  693  :  558  :  636  :  679  :  695 


1/    Year  ending  September. 


April  1977 
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